Effects of experimental defects of the articular disc of the temporomandibular joint in rats.
Triangular defects were made in different locations of the disc in rat temporomandibular joints. After 3 months the following effects were observed. Central defects had become rounded without gross changes in the mandibular head. Peripheral defects were enlarged towards the centre, occasionally accompanied by condylar hyperplasia. Microscopically the cartilagenous covering of the mandibular head in all operated cases was characterized by thickening, dispersion of cells normally closely packed in the intermediate zone, and the constant appearance of a tear parallel to the surface.